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ABOUT THIS 
COMPENDIUM
Wildlife trafficking is a multibillion-dollar criminal industry, 
fuelling the poaching of many species worldwide and 
compromising national and international economies, 
livelihoods, and security. Significant volumes of wildlife 
trafficking is enabled through containerised cargo, where 
large volumes traverse continents, often shielded by the 
sheer volume that prevents scrutiny of containers. 

To foster closer engagement in the maritime sector, 
TRAFFIC and WWF first produced a global Red Flags 
Indicator Compendium for Wildlife Trafficking in 
Containerised Sea Cargo in March 2021, (Zavagli, 2021) 
curated from thousands of data points across the globe. 
It was intended to capture the most common red flag 
indicators in containerised wildlife trafficking, where 
these tell-tale signs can be used by companies and 
law enforcement agencies to profile, target, and detect 
suspicious shipments. While maritime supply chains are 
complex, the development and use of tools like these can 
improve due diligence by stakeholders and aid in the fight 
against wildlife crime.  

This Singapore Compendium, developed in conjunction with 
local authorities and based off the global Compendium, has 
been tailor-made to suit the needs of Singapore, profiling 
specific cases relevant to the country to serve as a basis 
for closer public-private sector collaboration to tackle 
wildlife trafficking implicating Singapore. The Compendium 
is targeted at actors along the maritime containerised 
shipping chain including carriers, shippers and freight 
forwarders, and can also be used to develop targeted 
training materials and tools for relevant agencies.

It offers user-friendly information and recommendations 
specific to the Singaporean context, covering the following 
primary areas:

•	 The importance and relevance of wildlife trafficking to 
the maritime sector in Singapore

•	 CITES and Singapore’s regulatory framework around 
transporting wildlife

•	 Trafficking tactics and vulnerabilities in the supply 
chain

•	 Red flags indicators that highlight how traffickers 
exploit the system including commonalities on routes, 
document falsification, and case examples

•	 Recommendations and best practices

•	 Tools and reference materials 

Information in this Singapore summary Compendium 
was obtained from open-source data on enforcement 
actions recorded in TRAFFIC’s Wildlife Trade Information 
System (WiTIS), guidance from the Singapore Government 
published online, published and internal technical reports, 
and information from the National Parks Board (the CITES 
Management Authority of Singapore). 

It is important to also note that traffickers constantly 
modify their modus operandi to adapt according to factors 
that affect their business. Therefore, this Compendium 
should be considered as a guide based on current known 
information, that would benefit from periodic review and 
updates.  Resources and contact information can become 
outdated over time, and these should also be cross-checked 
with openly available information. 

B/L Bill of Lading

CDSA Corruption, Drug Trafficking and other Serious Crimes (Confiscation of Benefits) Act

CITES Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora

ESA Endangered Species (Import and Export) Act 2006

HS Code Harmonized System Code — a global standard maintained by the World Customs Organization 
with standardized six-12 digit numbers used to classify traded goods.

IMO International Maritime Organization

IWT Illegal Wildlife Trade

NParks National Parks Board — the CITES Management Authority of Singapore

SOP Standard Operating Procedure

STR Suspicious Transaction Report — private entities are legally obliged to file an STR if they suspect 
any connection to criminal activity

STRO Suspicious Transaction Reporting Office — the Financial Intelligence Unit for Singapore, under 
the Singapore Police Force

WCO World Customs Organisation

UN Comtrade United Nations Comtrade database — aggregates detailed global trade statistics by product and 
trading partner

TERMS AND ACRONYMS

Note: A combination of multiple red flags may be cause for suspicion, but are not evidence of illegality.

Pangolin scales
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FIGURE 1

Singapore has the highest seizure rates for all detected wildlife trafficking cases implicating Singapore between 2000 and 2023, a clear 
indication of its zero tolerance against illegal wildlife trade even for transhipment. 
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SNAPSHOT ANALYSIS: WILDLIFE TRAFFICKING IMPLICATING 
SINGAPORE 

As the world’s second busiest container port (World Shipping Council, 2023a), wildlife parts and products have been 
moved to and through Singapore illegally. A synthesis of seizures1 implicating Singapore — either as a source, transit or 
destination country — for wildlife and timber involving containerised shipping found at least 24 incidents between 2000 and 
2023. Of these, 11 incidents were intercepted in Singapore2 (Figure 1). Prohibited wildlife commodities include elephant 
ivory, pangolin scales, timber, and marine commodities. This is based on seizure data on enforcement actions recorded in 
TRAFFIC’s Wildlife Trade Information System (WiTIS). These were obtained from comprehensive searches of open media 
sources, but these may contain incomplete information. Where possible, they were verified with relevant authorities.
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Note that seizure data form an unknown proportion of illegal trade incidents and also reflect enforcement effort.  

Verified by Singapore authorities
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